Is Your God Too Distant? ccontinuen:

God's first move was a dal
ing. God called Abraham ti
pick up and move to Pale
tine. And when Abraham
did, God makes a special
covenant with him. It is
more exclusive than the
covenant he made thetee
imagebearing race in
Genesis 1, busod's unive-
sal love for humanity is not
forgotten. God's election
and favor of Abraham was
purposed to be a blessing
all the nations from theed
ginning. God's covenant
with Abraham represented
move by God closer to all
humanity, not just God's
chosempeople.

God's second move come:
when the descendants of
Abraham had become
slaves outside the land Ga
had promised to them. Goi
called Moses to lead them
out of Egypt and back to tt
Promised Land. On the we
out of Egypt, Moses and tt
people make camgt Mt.
Sinai where God establish
a legal covenant with the
sons and daughters of Adbr
ham. God would béheir
God. God would livemong
them. The Law dictated to
them how they were to live
in the presence of God, bu
it is important to note that
the Law was meant ton-
struct them on how to live
becausesod was coming tc
live among thepmnot sothey
could live near GodGod
moved closer, not them.

God's third move was even
more dramatic than theer
vious two. The Word of Goc
that was with God and was
God tak on flesh, and just ¢
God has dwelled among his
people in a teernacle after
the covenant at Sinai, God
now dwelt among his peopl
in human flesh. God was sc
close you could touch him
and he could touch you. It's
hard to imagine that God
could come angloser than
this, but he does.

God's ultimate move closer
humanity began at Penteco
God poured out his Spirit or
the apostles first and then o
all those who were baptized
in the name of his Son. Goc
was now pleased to dwell
within any human beingrho
would have him. It doesn't
get any closer than that. Sc
wonder, how could a humar
being indwelled by the Spiri
of the Living God believe
that God is distant ané+
moved from this world? Goc
is present within you and yc
have been given permissior
to bring him closer to the
world around you as you Io\
and care for your fellow cee
tures. He is there when you
comfort the grieving, feed tr
hungry, treat the sick,ed
friend the lonely, clothe the
naked, house the homeless
and proclaim the gospel. G¢
is not distant. He has move
so close that now he lives
inside of you. See it. Believe
it. Celebrate it. Share it.
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Is Your God Too Distant?

By Shane Alexander

Learning to see and celebrat
the smallness of God aresdi
ciplines that remind us that
God is near, even ifmaybe
especially in) the small and
the ordinary. We are not only
in God's presence when we
consciously draw closer to
him in worship. He is not onl'
in our presence when sem
thing big and lifechanging is
occurring in or around us.
This can be helpful tthose of
us who accept that God is-a
tive in the world but struggle
to see where. However, ther
are also some among us wh
struggle with the very idea
that God is active in the
world. After all, when we lool
at the world, we often find
exactly what we wold expect
to find if God were not in the
mix. Sometimes it is easier t
explain this phenomenon if v
view God's involvement in ot
world as minimal. Yet, while
such an explanation soothes
some of our anxieties, it doe:
so at the expense of thepi
ture ofGod presented in the
Bible. If you find yourself
wrestling with some of these
thoughts, perhaps your God
too distant.

One can trace the biblical na
rative in a number of different
ways, but one way to tell the
story is of a God who keeps
coming closerThe great
cleavage between God and
creation was sparked byiman
rebellion, but God was never
content to file for d/orce
(even though he could legit
mately blame humankind for
breaching the covenanth-|
stead, God hatched a divine
conspiracy which couldwer-
come the distance between
creation and himself.

One way he could do so is to
call humankind to return to
him. He could say, "I'll be her
waiting when you earthlings
are ready to make amends.""
do so would have been withir
his rights, but this is ndhe
approach he chose because
God was not interested invsa
ing face; he was interested in
saving a relationship. So4
stead of waiting for humankin
to make a move toward him,
made a move toward them.
The God of the Bible is not a
static God; he is a Goon the
move.

(continued on back)
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Friends Day is next 3u
day, bring friends andam-

party food and a gift toxe
change.

Ada BolenOs family would

study, quiet time, anddi

tening to Godl
Share his or her faith at
every opportunity
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The items needed for
Thanksgiving baskets nex
week are: corn, green
beans, pumpkin pie filling.

concern during their trying
time.

A special thank you goes o
to everyone that helped wit
Trunk or Treat.

Faithfully give asyou have
prospered

Have love as the motiv
tion for doing all these
things




